CT of the thoracic duct.
The ability of computed tomography to demonstrate the normal anatomy of the thoracic duct was investigated after lymphangiography in 20 patients without evidence of chest diseases on the plain films. The entire opacified thoracic duct can be easily imaged from its origin at the thoraco-abdominal level, up to its arch, which enters the venous blood stream, usually at the left subclavian-jugular confluent. Variations of the arch of the duct have been observed in our series. The ability to detect the non-opacified duct with CT was also assessed in 80 patients. Imaging of part or totality of the lower, mid and upper segments of the thoracic duct is possible respectively in 81, 54 and 69 per cent of subjects. The arch of the duct was displayed in 57 per cent. Knowledge of the normal anatomy of the thoracic duct is important since it can be involved in many diseases of the posterior mediastinum and of the thoracic outlet.